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VENEZUELAX OPPOBITION CLAIMS VICTORY IN CONSTITUENT ELECTION

A news black-out makes it impossidle to substantiaste the
Republican Democratic Uaion (URD) claim that it has defeated
the governmeat in the Comstitueat Assenbly election, but at
the sane time indicstes that the governing Juata is deeply
disturbed by the early returns.

An oppesition victory could probably be ascribed to sev~
eral little-discussed factors including the uaprecedented
honesty of the election,participation by the memberghip of the
ocutlawed Democratic Action Party and recent government Lirutale
%:i::& and defections which may bave underminod porale in the

camp,

¥hile the Junta say have initisted the bigck-out nerely
to prevent the fragnentary and adverse urbar returns from in-
flaniag the tense political situation, the Amcrican Enbassy
reports that foreigm < adents give only the ‘old-guard
state of Tachirs to the goverament, and rumors are circulating
that the Junta is using the black-out to attempt “deals” with
both the URD and the other legal opposition party, Copel.

The govermment has been determined to retain power, and
will usdoubtedly make comtinued efforts to do wo. However,
ary deals would depead on continued control of the army by
Col, Perex Jimenez, the "stroag man,” which a 1 December
Enbassy report places in doubt, A fabricated revolt, or the
" " of Communist influence in the election, cammsot be
ruled out as protext for a palace coup if the defeat proves
rexl and attempted demls fail,

The URD, the third-ranking party, is moderate left-wing,
but is headed by the unprincipled Jovito Villalba. Villalba's
willingness (0 deal with Perex may well be modified by his
reported working agreement with the outlawed Democratic Action
Party, whick can be assumed to have supplied the bulk of his
votes, Although he has Communigt connections, these will
probably not be a factor im his current maneuvering,

Villalba bas recently retracted his campaign allusions
to natiomalization of the o0il and steel industries and has
professed friendship for the United States.
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VENEZUELAN AREED PORCES MOVE TO RETAIN POLITICAL CONTROL gf~

Col. Peres Jimenez, strong man of the four-year Junta
of Government, has in effect proclaimed himself provisional
prosident of Yenesuela, On 2 December, whon a little more
than balf of the expected two million votes had been counted,
the Justs declared its stewardship at an end and presented

a collective resignation.to the six~nan military cosmittiee
which had delegated goveraing powers to tho Juats after the
1948 military revelt. Persz and the other military mesber
of the throv-man Jumta are amembers of the committeec,which
immedistely sppointed Porex provisional president.

Ususlly astute in satters of governmeant, the ruling
group has proved unexpectedly inept in managing itg first
sajor political engagement and has mow been forced to fall
back on transparent and unvelcome energency Heasures.

The change in official leadership was sccompanied by
an aanouncement that the pro-government Electoral Froat had
overtaken the Repudblicsn Democratic Union's oarly two-to-
one lead in the Comstituent Assemdly slectiocn and was ahead
by about 95,000 votes., The imerican Embassy, convinced
that the count is being falsified, reports that the govern-
ment's "new strategy” calls for an appearance of limited
baut decisive vic in the fimal count and working agree-
ments with the twe legal opposition parties.

While the army's new mandate to Perez increases the
possibility that ition leaders may feel forced to ne-
getiate, and for the woment virtually rules out 3 success-
ful revolt or even & succesaful gemeral strike, continued
uarest and possibly viocleace can be axpected,
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